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Food shortagesin Germany  Public campaign launched in  USA breaks off diplomatic Kut al Amara recaptured German forces facing the
and Austria-Hungary, caused  Britain to encourage people  relations with Germany as as part of a new British Somme withdraw around
by the British blockade and to eat less bread as a result a result of the resumed offensive in Mesopotamia 40km (25 miles) to new,
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Battle of Messines. After the
explosion of 19 huge mines,
British, Irish, Australian and
New Zealand troops seize
the Messines Ridge south
of Ypres. Fighting continues
until 14 June.

the harsh winter, cause of shortages
widespread hardship and

starvation. Becomes known

as the Turnip Winter'.
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Germany begins a policy
of unrestricted submarine

warfare
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Battle of Ortigara. Italians
launch disappointing attack
on the Austro-Hungarians
on the Trentino front in the
Alps. Continues until 29
June.

-

Daylight raid on London by
18 German Gotha bombers
kills 157 people and injures
432

submarine campaign
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Portuguese troops see
action on the Western Front
for the first time

First contingent of US troops

aimed at reaching Baghdad
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strongly prepared defences
known to the British as

the Hindenburg Line. The
withdrawal continues until
5 April.

Russians begin a summer

arrives in France
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General Sir Edmund Allenby
takes over command of the

Egyptian Expeditionary Force

from General Sir Archibald
Murray

offensive against the
Germans directed by
Alexander Kerensky, war
minister in the Provisional
Government. They suffer
a series of defeats and

setbacks. Fighting continues

until 18 July.

AUGUST
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Heavy rain falls across the
Ypres battlefields for almost

the whole month, preventing

any progess

Pope Benedict XV makes
another appeal for peace

wih,
Mutiny in the German High
Seas Fleet at Wilhelmshaven
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Alexander Kerensky
becomes Prime Minister of
Russia
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French launch a new attack
at Verdun and recapture
more ground lost the
previous year

SEPTEMBER
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Germans capture Riga on
the Baltic coast using their
new ‘stormtrooper’ tactics
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One of the French air force’s
leading fighter aces, Captain
Georges Guynemer, shot
down and killed in Belgium
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Battle of the Menin Road
Ridge. Renewed attack by
British, Australian and New
Zealand troops towards
Passchendaele begins
steady advances in dry
weather.
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German Gotha bombers
start night raids on London

OCTOBER
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Last German airship raid on
London
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Battle of Caporetto. Austro-
Hungarians and Germans
break through the Italian
lines on the Isonzo and
force a retreat of 140km
(90 miles). 300,000 Italian
prisoners are taken.
Fighting carries on until 10
November.
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Second Battle of
Passchendaele. British and
Canadian troops begin the
final assault on the village.

. .

Third Battle of Gaza. Led

by Allenby, British troops,
combined with an Australian
attack at Beersheba, finally
breaking through Turkish
lines in Palestine
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